Epikeratophakia without annular keratectomy.
Nineteen patients (20 eyes) underwent epikeratophakia for correction of high myopia. In contrast to the conventional surgical method utilizing an annular keratectomy, no keratectomy was performed in these patients. The surgical procedure is discussed. Preliminary results (up to six months) indicate that the omission of an annular keratectomy has no effect on graft clarity or viability. The weighted-average percent correction over six months postoperatively was 102%.